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WWHHAATT  IISS  TTHHEE  EENNEERRGGYY  SSTTAARR  BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  PERFORMANCE  SSTTAANNDDAARRDD??  

•FFoorr  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  ssiinnggllee  aanndd  mmuullttiiffaammiillyy  nneeww  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  uupp  ttoo  33  
ssttoorriieess,,  iitt  iiss  aa  ssystem for aacchhiieevviinngg  aanndd  vveerriiffyyiinngg a certain level of 
performance with respect to eenneerrggyy  eeffffiicciieennccyy.  
 

•Performance is certified by independent third-party contractors 
 
The EEnneerrggyy  SSttaarr standard is uniform throughout the United States, 
and a national infrastructure exists for implementation. 
 
•EENNEERRGGYY  SSTTAARR is not a new building code, or specification.  It does 
not replace existing energy codes or building codes.  “Efficiency” 
means total purchased house energy consumption, not only heating, 
cooling and hot water.    [New in ’06] 
 

•An EEnneerrggyy  SSttaarr home is at least 30% more energy efficient than a 
comparable home built to meet the 1993 national Model Energy Code 
or 15% more efficient than state energy code,  whichever is more 
rigorous.  See www.energystar.gov for more information, including 
the new performance guidelines to be applied for most homes 
beginning July 1, 2006.   
 

•An Energy Star Home/Building is defined as one which has been 
cceerrttiiffiieedd through inspection and tteessttiinngg as meeting the EEnneerrggyy  SSttaarr  
QQuuaalliiffiieedd  NNeeww  HHoommeess  SSttaannddaarrdd. To achieve this rating the building 
must score less than or equal to 8800  iinn  tthhee  NNoorrtthh  ((≤≤ 8855SSoouutthh)) on the 
Mortgage Industry Home Energy Rating Scale (HERS). 
 

•HERS Scores give a numeric value between 0 and 100 indicating the 
relative energy efficiency of a given home as compared with the 
HERS Energy-Efficient Reference Home (EERH) as specified by the 
HERS Council Guidelines. TThhee  lloowweerr  tthhee  ssccoorree,,  tthhee  mmoorree  eeffffiicciieenntt  tthhee  
hhoommee..  AA  hhoommee  wwiitthh  zzeerroo  eenneerrggyy  uussee  ((ttoottaall  eenneerrggyy  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn))  
ssccoorreess  00.. 

http://www.energystar.gov/
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WHAT DO HERS CONTRACTORS DO? 
 

••RReevviieeww  bbuuiillddeerr’’ss  ppllaannss  ffoorr  EEnneerrggyy  SSttaarr  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee..  

•EEvvaalluuaattee  aanndd  rraattee  eenneerrggyy  eeffffiicciieennccyy  ooff  bbuuiillddiinnggss.  

•PPrroovviiddee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  33rrdd  PPaarrttyy  iinnssppeeccttiioonnss  AANNDD  tteessttiinngg.. 
 
Inspection. - The home energy rater inspects the home and, with software, 
measures its energy characteristics, such as insulation levels, window 
efficiency, wall-to-window ratios, the heating and cooling system efficiency, 
the solar orientation of the home, and the water heating system. 
 
Testing. - Diagnostic testing, such as blower door for building air leakage 
and duct blaster testing for forced air systems leakage is part of the rating. 
 
NNOOWW  HHOOWW  DDOO  WWEE  GGEETT  AALLLL  TTHHIISS  IINNTTOO  [[HHUUDD]]  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  
AANNDD  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT’’SS  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS??  
  
IInnccoorrppoorraattee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  llaanngguuaaggee  iinnttoo  yyoouurr  RRFFPPss  oorr  pprrooccuurreemmeenntt  
pprroocceessss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg::  

“All new and gut rehabilitation residential buildings up to three 
stories shall be designed to meet the standard for Energy Star 
Qualified New Homes (≤≤8800  [[8855  ffoorr  SSoouutthh]]  aanndd>>7700  oonn  tthhee  HHEERRSS  
RRaattiinngg  SSccaallee)). All procedures used for this rating shall comply 
with National Home Energy Rating System guidelines.” 
 

Believe it or not this is the only thing yyoouu have to do! 
The developer takes care of the rest. 
  
ENERGY STAR REFERENCES [All are “http://” sites.] 
 
www.energystar.gov
 
HUD’s “Energy Star for Grantees” presentation for workshops: 
www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/library/energy/energystargrantees.ppt 
 
www.rehabadvisor.pathnet.org/index.asp
 
www.natresnet.org/programs/default.htm
 
Very comprehensive technical stuff in English: 
www.buildingscience.com
 
DOE Webpage for State Energy Codes: 
www.energycodes.gov 
 
EIA Webpage for Energy uses by State /Source/Sector: 
www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/states/_states.html
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